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Fourth Sunday of Advent December 18, 2022 11:00 AM 

 

GREETING, WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER  

CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Psalm 126) 

Leader: The LORD restored fortunes, we were those who dream. 

People: Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue 

with shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, “The LORD 

has done great things for them.” 

Leader: The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

People: May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 

Leader: Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

All: Let us worship God!  

 

ADVENT LIGHTING READING - Teresa Martin 

 

HYMN "Angels We Have Heard on High" #192 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

Lord Jesus Christ, you reveal God to us, yet we are sometimes 

repulsed, bored, or exhausted by what we see. We become jaded to 

your work in the world, and our eyes glaze over rather than getting 

excited by your revelations.  You manifest yourselves to us through 

the scriptures, in quiet prayers, and in wise counsel. Yet we are slow 

to listen, and we ignore these epiphanies.  We need your Spirit’s 

strength to open our eyes and soften our hearts. Forgive us these 

and all our sins 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: World without end. Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WAVING THE PEACE 

 

A TIME FOR THOSE WHO ARE YOUNG 

 

HYMN "As with Gladness, Men of Old?" #202 

 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE – Isaiah 7:10-16 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE - Matthew 1:18-25 

 

MEDITATION “The Visitor Who Inspires Us to Change” 

 

HYMN "Redeeming Love" #199 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all 

creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, 

Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, 

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN "I Wonder as I Wander" #183 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Jesus, the long-expected Savior, came 

into the world as a child, descended from David, conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of Mary, a virgin. He lived as a Jew among Jews. 

He announced to his people the coming of God’s kingdom of justice 

and peace on earth. We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is 

every child, yet born of God’s power as was no other child. In the 

person and work of Jesus, God and a human life are united but not 

confused, distinguished by not separated. The coming of Jesus was 

itself the coming of God’s promised rule. Through his birth, life, 

death, and resurrection, he brings about the relationship between 

God and humanity that God always intended. Alleluia. Amen. 

 

HYMN "O Sing  a Song Of Bethlehem" #208 

 

BENEDICTION 



OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE – Isaiah 7:10-16 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your 

God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the 

highest heights.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not 

put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, 

you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of 

humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin 

will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel. 15 He will be eating curds and honey when he 

knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, 16 

for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and 

choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be 

laid waste. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE - Matthew 1:18-25 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 

before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 

faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to 

public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But 

after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 

to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 

will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 

him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 24 When 

Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he 

did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 

son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LAST DAY Christmas Cookie Sale at The Everitt Farm - 

Christmas Cookie Sale by The Dozen at The Everitt Farm Three 

Weekends in December (December 3-4, December 10-11, 

December 17-18) The Annual Corner Club Christmas Cookie 

Sale is at The Everitt Farm Shop next to the Christmas Tree Sale. 

A dozen of the same cookie can be bought for $9 on Saturdays 

& Sundays. Folks can buy one bag of cookies or many. 

Volunteers are needed to bake cookies to contribute for one 

week or all three. If you can bake, cookies should be dropped 

off at the farm in bags by Friday. For more information, contact 

Barri-Lynn or Betty Jane. 

 

THIS Wednesday Evening Bible Study, Dec 21, 6:30-8:30 PM 

Come join us for Bible Study with Pastor Courtney.  We will be 

together in The Sarah Strong Room or also via Zoom.  RSVP to 

Courtney or for Zoom info at pastorcourtneyc@gmail.com 

 

Music Ministry Our Choir and Chimes rehearsals are Thursday 

evenings. Chimes at 6:30 PM, Choral Choir at 7:15 PM. Please 

confirm with Sharon times and days. If you play an instrument 

or want to sing a solo, let us know. Contact Sharon Keyes, our 

Director of Music – sbakerkeyes@yahoo.com  

 

Saturday, December 24, 7:30pm Christmas Eve Worship Please 

join us for the celebration of Christ’s birth.  There will be a 

reading of the Christmas story and both the Chimes Choir and 

The Adult Choir will share beautiful music.   

 

Sunday, December 25, 11:00am Christmas Worship and Happy 

Birthday to Jesus Cake We will celebrate Jesus’ birthday 

with Christmas Carols, Scripture, Fellowship, and Birthday Cake. 
Happy Birthday, Jesus! Jesus was God’s Christmas Gift 
 

________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, Bible Study and Tea, January 11, 3:00pm. Lois 

Riggs will be leading Tea & Bible Study which meets the second 

and fourth Wednesdays at 3pm. Tea and English pastries served. 

All men and women are invited to attend. Join anytime. 

 

Share Your Resources to Support Larison’s Corner – Ways to 

Give: 1. Leave a gift in the worship offering via cash or check; 2. 

Mail in a gift via check to Larison’s Corner Church, PO Box 348, 

Ringoes, NJ 08551; 3. Give Online through “Tithely” You can 

make an online gift, by visiting our website link at: 

https://larisonscorner.org/contributions/.  You may also give on 

Facebook in our “about” section or by clicking here: 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=4558529  - Once you are in Tithely, you 

can set up a one-time gift, ongoing gifts, or a special gift.  Give 

today with your phone camera and the icon 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Pastor Courtney –  

 

It has been an honor and privilege to serve as pastor of Larison’s 

Corner for these past three years. Thank you for the 

opportunity. We have traveled together through a challenging 

season of Covid and Construction. We also shared many joys 

and challenges together. I have been truly blessed. As surely as 

God called me to serve here, he is surely calling me to 

something new. I pray for all at Larison’s Corner that God will 

richly bless each of you now and always. The new year will 

introduce many wonderful things for the church’s people and its 

future. I ask for your prayers for me in this season and know I 

will miss you.  My last Sunday will be December 25
th
 when we 

celebrate Jesus’ Birthday together. As is required by the 

presbytery, a pastor will have no contact with the church’s 

people for a year or more as we transition to new days ahead.  

May God hold you in the palm of His Hand.    
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